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and Temporal, by - 
$T'ON, Baronet, © 
fromthe Connty Palatine of ol ASTER 


concerning Ex 1S5C ©?A4C I 8, 


- 
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the High and Honorable Court of 


PARLIAMENT. 


, Knights, Gentry, Miniſter 
Free-Holders, and 'T ab abitants of the 
County Palatine of Cheſter,whoſe 
Names are 


ſeverall Schednles here- 


, 


unto annexed. 
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(and the hands of many perſons of ordina- 
quality: ſolicited to the {a 
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:) which we conceiving. not ſo: 'F 
much to-ayme at reformation as abfolute F 
innovation of Government, & ſuch.asmuſt. } 
_ givea great advantage to the Adverſaries 
of ourReligion,. We held it our duty to dil- 
avow.them all. 
And humbly.pray , that We incurre no+ 
miſcenſure, if any ſuch clamours. have: 
( without our privity ) aſſum'd the name 
of the County. F 
... We, as others:s are ſenſtble of the com-_ 
mon.Grievances of the Kingdome, & have 
juſt cauſeto rejoyceat, and acknowledge 


with chankfulneſſe, the pious care which 


+ 


«a® 


is already taken for the ſuppreſsing of the 
growth of Popery, the better ſupply of able 
Miniſters, and the removing of all lnnova- 
tion 5+ and We doubt notbut in-your great 
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iſedomes; you will regulate the rigour of 
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That they were the: great lights of the 
Church in all che firſt generall Councetts; 
"That ſo- many of them ſowedthe ſeeds of 
Religion.in their bloods, and reſcued Ohrt- | 
ſtianity from. utter extirpation in the Pri- 
mitive Heathen perſecutions; Thattothem 
we owe the redemption of the purity of 
the Golpell We now profeſſe fromRomith 

corruption; That many of them for the 
propagation. of thetruth, hecame glorious 
Martyrs; That: divers of them (lately and 
yet living with us) have been fo ſtrong at- 
{ertors of our Religion againſtits common. 

enemy of Rome ; And that their Govern- 
ment hath.beene ſo long approved, ſo oft 
eſtabliſhed by the Common and' Statute- 
Lawes of this Kingdome; Andas yetno- 
thing in. their doctrine (generally taught) 
diflonant from the Word of God,orthe Ar- 
ticles ratified by Law : In this caſetoccall 
their. Government. a- perpetuall vaſ: alages. 
an intollerable bondage; And ( prima facie: 

& maudita. altera: parte )to pray.the p ne 

removaliotthem, or( asin ſome of theit: 

we A.3, - Petitions); 
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| Petitions ) to ſeeke the utter diſſolution F 
and ruine of their Offices ( as Antichriſti-*. } 
an:)We cannot conceive to reliſh of juſtice I 
or chariry, norcan We joyne with them. .' 

But on the contrary , when We conſider } 
che tenor of ſuch Writings, as in the name |} 
of Petitions are ſpread amongſt the Com. | 
mon People; the tenents preached pub. 

hs juely in Pulpirs, and the contents of ma- 

ny printed Pamphlets, {warming amongſt 
wage of them dangerouſly exciting adiſ- 
obedienceto the eſtabliſhed forme of Go- 
vernment, and their ſeverall intimations 
of the deſire of the power of the Keyes,and 
that their Congregations may execute Ec= þ 

 clefiaſticall Cenſures within themſelves: } 
We cannot but expreſſe our juſt feares, that 
theirdefireisto introducean abſolute Inno- f 
vation of Presbyterial Government, where. # 
by We, whoarcnow governed by the Ca-- | 

| non and Civill Lawes , diſpenſed by rwen- [ 
ty- fix Ocdinaries (eaſ ly reſpon(all to Par- - i 
liaments, for any deviation tromtherule of 
Law, J conceive We ſhould become _— ; 4 j 


ſed to-the meere arbitrary Government: 
of a numerous Presbytery, whotogether 
withtheir-ruling Elders will ariſetoneere 
forty thouſand Church-Governours, and 
with their Adherents, mult needs beareſo: 
great a ſway inthe Common-wealth, that 
if future inconvenience ſhall be found in 
| that Government, We humbly offer to con- 
ſideration, how theſe {hall bereducible by 
Parliaments-how conſiſteatwith a Monar- 
chy-and how dangerouſly conducibletoan 
Anarchy, which We have uſt cauſeto pray 
againſt, as fearing the conſequences would 
prove the: utter loſſe of Learning and 
Lawes, which muſt neceſſarilyproduce an 
extermination of Nobility, Gentry,and Or-- 
ders if not of Religion. - L 
- With what vehemency of ſpirit, theſe 
things are proſecuted, and how plauſibly 
ſuch popular infuſions ſpread. as incline to- 
a paritie, We held it our duty to repreſent 
tothis Honorable Aſſembly ; And humbly 
pray,tharſome ſuch preſent courſebetaken;. 
as in your Wiſedomes ſhall bethought fir, 


AQ: 


to ſuppreſſe the future diſperſing of ſuch ? 
dangerous diſcontents amongſt the Com- | 
mon People. We having great cauſe to 
feare, thatofallthe diſtempers thatar pre- | 
ſent threaten the wellfare of this State, 
there is none more worthythe matureand_ _ 
grave conſideration of this Honorable AC- | 
ſembly , then to ſtop the Torrent of ſuch 
Spirits before they {well beyond the | 
bounds of Government: Then Wedoubt  - 
not but his Maieſtie perſevering inhis gra- 
cious itftlination to heare the complaints, 
and relieve the grievances of his Subiects 
in frequent Parliaments , it will ſo unite 
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the Head and the Body, ſo indiflolubly ce-. | 
ment the affections of his people to our .  } 
Royall Soveraigne, that without any other þ 
change of Government, He can never want | 
revenue,oor We iuſtice. 2: 


We have preſumed to annex a Coppy of a 

Petition ( or Libell ) diſperſed , and certaine 

pofitions preacht im thu County, whichWe con- CRTC 
ceive imply-matter of dangerow conſequence #0 
the peace both of (;hurch and State. All which 
We humbly ſubmit to your great Iudgmentss —", 
raying they may be read. — 1 
Andſhall ever pray, Oc. 


a 


Subſcribed to this Petition, 


Foure Noblemen. | 
. Knight Barenets, Knights and Eſquires, | 
 foureſcore and odde. : 
Divines threeſcore and ten. 2 
} Gentlemen, three hundred and odde. - I 
 # recholders and other I nhabitants , above 
x thouſand. | 
All of the ſame County. 
The 4 gti-Petition,or Anſwereto this,ts a baſe 
Libell and a forgerie. nn, | 
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1ttHzens, 
The humble Petition of the Citties. 
of L. and W. 


umbly fhewet p TT. F 
Ha T whereas there hath of . 
late a Petition ſubſcribed by 
many:( who pretend tobe In- 
habitants of theſe C ities ) been 
delivered, received, and read inthis Ho- 
NORABLE Houſe, againſt the ancient, 
| by Lave. eftabli ed Govern. 
ment of the Church» and that-not ſo much 
for the Reformation of Biſhops, as forthe. 
utter ſubyerſ{ion and extirpation.ef Epiſco- 


pacy it ſelfe; Wee whoſe names are un- 
derwritten, to ſhew there be many, and 
thoſe of the better ſort of the Inhabitants of 
theſe Citties otherwiſe and bettec minded, 
doe humbly repreſent untothis Honorable 
Houle,theſe conſiderations following. _ 
I. Thar Fpilcopacy 1s as ancient as 
Chriſtianity itſelfe in this Kingdome. | 
11, Thar Biſhops were the chiefe in- 
firuaments in the Reformation of this 
Church againſt Popery, and afterwards the 
moſt eminent Martyrs for the Proteſtant 
Religion, and ſince, the beſt and ableſt 
Champions for the defence of it. 

[1I. Thar ſince the Reformation , the 
times have been very peaceable, happy, and 
glorious, notwithſtanding Epiſcopall Go- 
vernment in the Church:and therefore that 

this Government can be no caule of our 
unhappineſle. 

IV. We conceive that not only many 
Learned , but diverſe other Godly perſons 
would be much {candalled and troubled in 
Conſcience, if the Government of Epiſco- 
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pacy conceived by them to bean Apoſtoli: 
call Inſtitution, were altered: & fince there 
is ſo much care taken, that no man ſhould 
be offended inthe leaſt Ceremony, we hope 
there will be fome , that ſuch mens Conlci- 
ences may not be preſſed upon, ina matter 
of an highernatureand conſequenice, eſpe- 
cially conſidering thatthis Government by 
Epilcopacy; 1 is-not only lawfulland conve- 
nient foredificatton , but likewiſe ſutable 
and agreeable tothe Civil policie and Go- 
vernment of this State. 

.'YV. - Fhart this Government is Ry” 
It appeares by the immediate , univerſal] 8& 
conftit practiſe of all the Chriſtian World, 
grounded upon: Scripture, from the Apo- 
files time to this laſt Ao oe, for above 15009 
yeares rogether:lt being utterly incredible, 
ifnot impoſsible , that the whole Church , 
| torſo longatime, ſhould nor diſcoverby 
Gods wordthis Ever nment tobe unlaws- 
tull;fithadbeen ſo. Co-which' may be ad- 
ded, thatthemoſt learned Proteſtants,even 
in thoſe: very Churches: which now are: not 


governed 


governed by Bilhops,doe not'only hold the: 
Government by Epiſcopacy to be lawtull, 
but. wiſh that they themſelves might injoy 
 Againezthat the Government by Epilco- 
pacy 15 not only lawfull,but convenient for 
edificationz& as much,or more conducing 
to Piety and devotionthen any other, it ap- 
peares, becauſe no-modeſt-man denies,that 
che. Primitive times were moſt famousfor 
Piety.,, Conſtancy., & Perſeverancein the 
Faith, notwithſtanding more frequent and 
more cruell perſecutions- then ever have. 
been {1n Cc; andyet itis confe fled, that the 
Church in.thoſe times was govern'd by 
Biſhops... .. - EE oo. 
_ Laſtly, That the Government of the 
Church by Epiſcopacy., is moſt[utable to 
the frame and. forme of the Civill Govern- 
meat here in this Kingdome, it appeares 
* byche happy & flouriſhing Union:of them 
both; for{o long a time together, Whereas 
no man can give usan aſſurance, how any 
Church. Government beſides this(whereof. 
+ We. 


We have had ſo long an experience) will '} 
ſuit and agree with the Civill policie of | 
this: State. And We conceive it maybeof F 
dangerous conſequence, for men of ſetled | 
fortunes to hazzard their eftates,by making ÞF 
ſogreatan alreration,and venturing upon a 
new forme of Government , whereof nei- 
ther We, norour Anceſtors have had any 
tryall, or experience; eſpecially conſidering 

thatthoſe, who would have Epiſcopacy to - 
be aboliſhed, have notyet agreed, nor ( as 
Weare verily perſwaded ) ever will or can 
agree upon any other common forme of 
Government to ſucceed inthe roome of itz 
as appeares by the many different and con- 
trary draughts , and platformes they have 
made & publiſhed,according to the ſeveral |} 
humors and le&s of thoſe that made them. * 
Whereas, ſceing every greatalteration in a 
Church or State, muſt needs be dangerous, . 
It is juſt and reaſonable that whoſoever * ! 
would introduce a newforme in ſtead of an : 
old one , [hould be obliged to demonſtrate © } 
and make it eyidently appeare aforchand, | 

that . 


\ 


that the Government he would introduce, 
is proportionably {o much better, then that 
he would aboliſh, as may recompence the 
loſl e We may {uſtaine , and may be worthy 
of the hazzard wemuſtrun, in aboliſhing 
the one, andin introducing and ſetling of 
the other.But this We are confident canne- 
vet bedone,in regard of this particular. 
And therefore our humble and earneſt 
requeſt to-this Honorable Houſe is, that as 
well inthis conſ1deration,as all the other a- 
foreſaid, We may fill injoy thatGovern- 
ment, which moſt probably holds its Inſti- 
rution from the Apsſ#tes,and moſt certainly 
its plantation with- our Chriſtian Faith it 
ſelfe inthis Kingdome , where it hath ever 
fince flouriſhed, and continued for many 
Ages without any interruption or alterati- 
on:whereby ir plainly appeares, that as it is 
the moſt excellent Government 1 ir ſelfe; 
{oit is the moſt ſutable, moſt agreeable,and 
every way molt proportionableto the Ci-- 
vill conſtitutions and temper of this State.. 


And therefore We pray and hope will al- 
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wayes be continned, and preſervedin 1 ir V 
by it, notwithſtanding the abuſes and cort 
ruptions which in ſo long tract of tim : 
through the errors or negligences of mert 
may have creptintoit: Whichabules a and! 
corruptions being all of them ( wharand? 
how many ſoeverthey maybe) but meere-) 
ly accidentall co Epiſcopacy ; We conceive 
and hope , there may be a Reformation of 
ys the one, without deftruction of the 0-1 
ther. 


Which © the bumble ſuts 
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Ten thouſand thouſand. 
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